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summer residence of the Knights of Malta. A little later
Wilhelm von Humboldt, Prussian Minister in Rome, had
occupied it for five years and was there visited by his brother
Alexander on the latter's return from his expedition to South
America. Other welcome guests of his had been the sculptors
Thorwaldsen and Canova, and the artist Angelica von
Kauffmann who lived in the vicinity. In 1827 Crown Prince
Ludwig of Bavaria acquired the villa and it became a resort of
artists. Even after he became king he continued to use it,
and even more frequently after his abdication.
In his Itatieniscbe false, Goethe says that before his first
farewell to Rome in April, 1788, he had given a friend some
date plants which were planted in a garden of the Via Sistina,
" where they still survive, and have indeed grown to a man's
height." The poet adds: " May they not become a nuisance
to their owners, but flourish and grow to my memory."
That garden of the Via Sistina, as Grcgorovius has shown,
is the garden of the Villa Malta.